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01/31 MEETING AGENDA

A full copy of the presentation slides can 
be found on the project website: 
www.newbedfordplan.com/materials

PLAN OVERVIEW AND PROCESS
EMERGING THEMES PRESENTATION
• Key findings from analysis and feedback so far
• Preliminary emerging themes 
BREAKOUT GROUP DISCUSSION #1
• Themes & Goals Discussion 
REPORT BACK
• Prioritize the themes that resonate the most
PLACE TYPES PRESENTATION
BREAKOUT GROUP DISCUSSION #2
• Mapping the Future: Key Areas and Character
REPORT BACK
• February 11th Public Workshop
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KEY THEMES WE HEARD BY TOPIC AREA

GLOBAL PIONEER REGIONAL HUB THRIVING CITY INCLUSIVE NEIGHBORHOOD

Innovation
• Connect arts to industry
• Develop high-tech industry

Future Success
• Plan for industrial and 

environmental changes

Diversity
• Continually welcome diversity 

while celebrating existing 
multi-cultural community

Climate Resiliency
• Align City’s role with state 

climate plan
• Cross-cutting solutions (parks, 

health, environment, etc.)
• Look at infrastructure in new 

ways

Economic Anchor
• Celebrate what is special 

about New Bedford / build 
and strengthen New Bedford’s 
uniqueness

• Sustain success of the 
waterfront

Arts Hub
• Improve arts and housing 

connections to keep creatives 
here

• Learn from successful 
precedents like artist housing

Connections
• Strengthen regional network 

through main highways, 
ferries, and the port

• Connect to larger global hubs 
through airport expansion

• Embrace the opportunities of 
mixed-use TOD brought by 
Southcoast rail

Equity and Inclusion
• Identify equity resources and 

toolkits
• Equitable distribution of open 

space and vegetation across 
neighborhoods

Transportation Network
• Safe pedestrian and bike 

connections 
• Improve safety through multi-

modal network

Climate Resiliency
• Contend with sea level rise

Housing
• Create housing policy by and 

for New Bedford
• Revive the legacy of the triple 

decker and multi-generational 
living to retain long-standing 
residents

• Easier path to homeownership
• Address aging housing stock 

(de-leading)

Safety & Vibrancy
• Reinforce neighborhood hubs
• More nighttime activities
• Support neighborhoods 

through community-based 
policies

Public Services & Amenities
• Invest in infrastructure & park 

upgrades beyond downtown 
• Connect community-scale 

parks and hubs
• Prioritize education and 

enhance school facilities



MAPPING ACTIVITY - PLACE TYPES
Commercial 
Corridors

Economic 
Production Areas

Residential 
neighborhoods

Open Space/
Recreation 

GatewaysCenters 



“subdivision going in-
abutting industrial park”

“how do you connect to 
the heart of the city?”

“need different zoning.
car access only(change)”

“need to allow for 
trucks-city street rules?”

“great job incubators 
on hatch st.”

“planning but not 
implementation. end 
before completion”

“green infrastructure
with new developoment”

“terra incognita!”

“room to expand”

“access to swamp?”

“south coast+bikeway”

“greenway”

“next hub?”

“underground 
brook”

“need a way to 
the river”

“great job w/ 
riverside. old 
sand mills”“fish house.

safe walking 
routes”

“underutilized asset”

“mill-housing”
”choke point”

“extraordinary buildings 
that are boarded up”

“visual gateways 
from ferry”

“park on island”

“dog park”

“casa library”

“cape verdean church 
- opp. to revitalize”

“sewer plant+climate”

“more housing opportunities in 
downtown”
“school administration building”

“‘staples of New Bedford’ - 
mapping community assets”

“parking challenges”

“bay village”

“mill opp. sites”

“missing E/W connections”

“openings to improve connections”

“special districts
(arts, education)”

“hospital”

“TOD gateway”
“place people 
remember entry, 
needs better gateway, 
getting redone”

MAPPING ACTIVITY - COMMENTS
Commercial 
Corridors

Economic 
Production Areas

Residential 
neighborhoods

Open Space/
Recreation 

GatewaysCenters 

“infra+comm improv”

“community agriculture”

“grow education group - 
potential partner?”

“airport as an 
opportunity to make 
global connections”

“promote cultural events 
across community/
integrate&make it more 
inclusive”

“bus station - more to whale’s 
tale, TOD site, parking deck, 
bikes → make transp. hub into 
moility hub”

“aspiration vs. market interest 
vs. vacancy
can ‘The Ave.’ be federal hill in 
PVD..be the next place”

“engage/xx mitigation 
to xx supplement 
development - ideally 
in neighborhoods”

“congested traffic-
Rt.6, 140, kempton st, 
potholes, beautification, 
accidents”

“redev. part of gold 
course for housing...is 
there such interest?”

“light industrial - hottest 
marketing...can some 
form of warehousing be 
included+cold storage

“other: safe multi-
modal transportation”

“enhance for 
multimodal rail trail”

“Rt.18-phase 3
pre-covid state 
studied Rt.18 N
Elm → Coggeshall..
flattens 18..
just need funding ”

“unhoused 
emcampment”

“lack of neighbor-
hood centers”

“key location - 
needs infra. imp.”

“EPA neighborhood 
planning going on 
now”

“incredible area...need 
love+change, but retain 
ped. scale+small bus” “goulart square - 

neighborhood center”

“downtown going in a 
good direction, enter-
tainment, mixed hous-
ing - stay the course 
or don’t mess it up”

“been investing so 
much here...more 
than downtown”

“facade grants, 
streetscape”

“acushnet ave. - 
needs love”

“too wide, need 
traffic light”

“flooding, 
missing opp. at 
park edge”

“repave - can’t bike, 
more trees”

“economic oppor-
tunity-how to cross 
the racks?”

“make waterfront in-
dustries work for the 
future of the city”

“churches”

“key entrance”

“soccer fields?”


